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Reading at
Kettering Buccleuch Academy
Our Journey...
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Introduction

Reading should be interwoven into the fabric
of everyday school life. Not only that, but
‘Reading’ should involve all staff.

This is because we understand the
importance of developing pupils’ reading in
all subjects. We also understand the
importance of encouraging reading for
pleasure.

If students struggle to read, they are
hampered in nearly every lesson of every day.
This is why, we have made developing
students’ ability to read, a key priority.
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Why Read? B

‘Enjoyment of reading
has a greater impact on

‘Children who read for
a child’s educational

pleasure made more
progress in maths,

achievement than their
parents’ socio-
economic background.’
(OECD - ‘Reading for
Change’ 2014)

vocabulary and spelling
between the ages of 10
and 16 than those who
rarely read’ (Institute of
Education 2013)
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Our Reading Journey...

LT

We have been on a ‘Reading Journey’ at ‘Kettering Buccleuch
Academy’. This has involved transforming our academy from the
outside and within.

Books greet students, staff, parents and visitors as they approach
the fabulous display of books on our library exterior. Inside, our
many reading initiatives show our commitment to providing
students with the knowledge and expertise to be fluent readers.

To top off our success, in November 2019, we were recognised
nationally by the international reading programme, ‘Renaissance
Learning’. We won first place for ‘Outstanding Achievement’. This
was as a result of our use of the ‘Accelerated Reader’ programme RENAISSANCE®
and the‘significant impact’ it has had on student outcomes over

time. AWARDS m
Friday 29" Novembe:

C°\> Kettering Buccleuch Academy
\ The best in everyone™

s I¥ e ®  Partof United Leaming



Context

In January 2015, we introduced ‘Drop Everything and Read Time’. All
students at Key Stage 3 were given 20 minutes of curriculum time each day
in which to read an ‘Accelerated Reader’ book.

‘DEAR’ time now rotates each week, meaning that teachers across the
curriculum are involved in encouraging students to read. It is not just the
remit of English teachers. We also include staff on the programme who have
joined the ever growing ranks of ‘Millionaire’ Readers.

In 2015 when we introduced our reading programme, 89.3 % of students in
year 7 had a reading age below their chronological age (35% of these
students had a reading age below 9 years.) When these 2015, year 7
students reached year 11 in 2019, Kettering Buccleuch Academy achieved
its' best ever year 11 results. Our progress 8 score now puts us in the top 10
% of schools nationally. Results have been on an upward trend for the last 4
years and we are convinced that our determination to encourage students
to read has played an enormously significant role in our success.

In primary, the introduction of precision teaching ensures that all students
are able to read fluently by the end of year 6. This too, has helped secure
greater student success in both primary and secondary.
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Whole School Reading

We believe that we can demonstrate the expertise,
enthusiasm and determination to ensure that the pupils in our
primary and secondary school become ‘fluent readers’. To
this end we have some key initiatives that drive this target.
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Class Profiles

Teachers know their students’ reading ages because reading ages are added to
teachers’ class profiles. This means that teachers can make adjustments to their
lessons to support students. Those who need help to understand what they have
read can then be supported through a variety of strategies.

In our primary school, the use of phonics data is crucial in allowing teachers to
understand each child. Data informs their precision teaching of phonics and is
used by all teachers to target the students who need catch-up support.
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Facilitating Reading in the classroom

Integral in developing pupils’ wider reading and reading
for enjoyment is how our teachers facilitate reading for
meaning in the classroom. Teachers develop a repertoire
of teaching methods and approaches that scaffold the
reading process in a way that enables students to
understand what they read. Teachers also facilitate
reading for meaning through explicitly teaching
vocabulary.

In primary, students read four times a week. Teachers
build students’ skills by modelling fluency, teaching
vocabulary, and use a variety of creative reading tasks.
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NGRT Reading tests

All students have an NGRT reading age test twice a year. This
enables us to measure progress and highlight students who
need catch-up.

In year 3 to year 6, students have a reading fluency test once a term.

Students in secondary who are significantly below their chronological
age are tested three times a year in order to monitor and evaluate our
provision of intervention.
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Students with a reading age significantly below

Read i n g I nterve nt i O n average have literacy intervention. This provision at

Key Stage 3 has been highly successful at ensuring
that the weakest students have access to ‘catch-up’.
We recognise that students who cannot read are

hampered in nearly every lesson, every day, which is
why we provide targeted support through our Ruth
Miskin ‘Freshstart’ phonics programme and our Mc
Graw Hill ‘Direct Instruction’ lessons.

Ponalty for piracy:

4 Kevi v e At key stage 1 and 2 all students read to an adult each
New s e invisi :
the kille T] Bell Emerge Creat{ Machet city th»zecuhonLrr

hoy Ao ? week. The weakest students and our pupil premium

T— ro— E— E— — E———— students read with an adult three times a week. The
focus here is reading fluency, understanding and

supporting students.

Students who struggle to read fluently at key stage 1
and 2 read with an adult three times a week. They also
have precision teaching of phonics for 10 minutes each
day, to further support their progress.

Is Fundamental
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Accelerated Reader

We use the ‘Accelerated Reader
programme from year 3 in primary to year
9 in secondary. We have high
expectations of students on this
programme.

The English Department sets reading
homework each week at Key Stage 3.

Students are expected to visit the library
and quiz on books they have finished
reading and they attend after school
support if this expectation isn’t met.

3b enjoying their SAcCReader session in the
In primary, students have allocated slots o P e B i e S
in the library and their own designated *loveread
time for reading each day.
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Fortnightly Reading Lessons at Key Stage 3

Students have fortnightly library lessons in English at KS3
and teachers target students who are struggling. Teachers
read with students and to them to encourage fluency and
understanding. Students also have the opportunity to chat to
the librarian who has a huge knowledge of children’s fiction
and an ability to find a book to suit all tastes!

Our library loans have rocketed over the past 5 years and to
say that, on average, our loan figure sometimes reaches 200
per day would not be an exaggeration. In summary, we feel
that students’ enjoyment of reading has massively improved
students’ academic success and shows our determination to
encourage students to become fluent and successful
readers.
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Students are taught how to track their
reading progress

@ Accelersted

2. Look
at your

target
1. Look at ‘Today’

3. Does the orange line

4. If it does, then you have on ,‘Today’, meet the
been reading and passing your orange line on your
quizzes. This means you are on target line? That’s the
20 minutes minimum ‘engaged one in the middle!

time!
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Students are taught how to track their

reading progress -
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Celebration of Success

We always celebrate student successes
across primary and secondary. Evidence of
this celebration can be found on ‘Twitter’, in
our school magazine’ What’s Your Calling?’,
student prizes and ‘Millionaire’ reader
rewards. We build enjoyment for reading
through our House and Form competitions
too. Forms with 100% of students on target
are awarded a certificate for their

‘Formopoly’ board and there is a significant | ...

CONGRATULATIONS!

amount of points to be won for the annual -
House Reading competition each term. e
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oohoo! Broom up witches and wizards!
yPotter @KBuccleuchA

Millionaire Readers

A Reading Millionaire is a student who has read a
million words in one academic year. Our tally of
millionaire readers has risen year on year. In fact, we
know from our feedback from ‘Renaissance Learning’
that we can probably boast the largest number of
millionaire readers in the UK!

This is how our millionaire tally has risen:

200

150
100
5

0

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

o
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Tutor Time Classic Reading

In 2019 we introduced the reading of classic
texts in ‘Form Time’. The aim, was to
increase weekly reading time for our
students and to introduce a wider and more
challenging range of texts. Books were
chosen based on their merit in promoting the
school’s values and focus on Character

Term 1 Private Peaceful The Sign of the Four Mystery Stories of the 19" Macbeth

Michael Morpurgo Arthur Conan Doyle Cweanrt:rfy"{evao\:\II:ils, ‘The  Shakespeare Ed UC&tIOn , as We” as prOVId | ng a range Of
classic fiction and more modern non-fiction,
Term 2 e, e | e thus providing students with ‘cultural
of the Worlds’ Capltal’ .

Term 3 The Secret Garden Animal Farm To Kill a Mocking Bird A Christmas Carol

Frances Hodgson Burnett  George Orwell Harper Lee Charles Dickens .
Term 4 The Secret Ggarden ’ A:iomzl Farm T: K‘::a Mocking Bird A Christmas carol In prl mary’ teaCherS Share a CIaSS Story at

;ruarr:]ce:: Hodgson George Orwell Harper Lee Charles Dickens the end Of the day Th'S fosters a Iove Of
Term S A Charles Dickens Lord of the Flies 1984 An In?pector Calls read I ng and g |VeS Ch I Id ren the OppOI’tU n |ty tO

el _ s 10ty hear and enjoy a story each and everyday.
Term 6 A Charles Dickens Lord of the Flies 1984 An Inspector Calls

Selection George Orwell J B Priestley
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Tutor Time Classic Reading

Our aims across primary and
secondary are to model reading fluency
and through explicit instruction, build
and develop students’ knowledge of
tier 2 vocabulary and therefore their

understanding.

Comprehension
(Q&A ~ characters, plot,

The process of modelling fluency,
teaching vocabulary and building the

Vocabulary ability to understand what has been
Uitradeace mac e v varsitey) read, is developed in primary across
> g? o D the whole week.
o D
Fluency
(follow the text with your bookmark as your tutor models

reading fluency)
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Vocabulary

POLRSCINY — ONE WhO PISDINes and selli medicines

Wr e of Durdensome

assuaged — mace leis
Indigenous — occurring of livieg naturally in an ares
malevolent — having Or xnDing hatred
moctification— 3 f0aling of shame of humiliation
PRty ~ reliPaous Sovoton Ind reverends 1o God
sojourn—» betef, temporary stay

wrralind —

Tessly Choan and freen

VERItOnS — FTIAIONS OF IOy IICes

wallowing — Peaviy indulgeg in; rolleg in

AbOMminadde — Oetestable, unplesant

amisble — plagsat; pood-natured

UPIOUS — PIEening Tavorable arourslance

comtentious —tending to Fght guarreliome
Sponaalion — 3 Soecal alow ancy, privikege
Capaeaivoly —witha willingreds 1o talh, e
fractioun — mcimed to make trouble; urryly
POrLEVre — 1O DOrlist 0 & purpode, (dea, O Ttk

tranquility — s1ate of cadm, peacefulness, seronty

tyvansty — & gOVernment in which a segle paron assumes

abiolute comtros

To Kill & Mockingbird - Vocabulary List

Lunteeling

hIton to o UEe TR E e

benign—compassionate; incapable of causing harm

bewidénmant — cor

HON of Do Con
herud — 3 winged, (heily ange
ensuing—followwg immediataly sfterward

morbid —grossome, gloomy, or dark

obliged — wnder force Of necetity; obligated
Prowess— supercr skl or sty strangth o courspe

30t — rapoken; urderytood w

oot being

ricersied
AR AN~ O BUONE 1O DG PIODSr COrse
accosted — approached 0 harsh manner; sssaulted
ancertaining — Secovervg with csntdinty; Sutermrery
dewved — sdracrd to dosely. charg 10

embalming — treating with presarvatives to prevent
decwy

tooble — pPrytitally wo sk from age Of Sxhness; fra
meditative — prven 1o (ontemoiston or Geep thought
VTR biG — QIPTICUIL O IMEOGERNG 10 Wndr stand

vigh — waketulness maintained in reyerence 1o

smother

whitthe — 10 Carve or Shape

Acquisition and the Classics

RCLIONS, Bamilanites

a1 ANAOPOUS — POSELOLEING

antapomired — oeated an enemyor an antagonist

o1 articulate 1o spoak clearly and i Gistnct sytables
L3 4 CORLOMPOrarss —thote who éx  the Sam e

LR CURION < AN S0t OF GLlaping O avoudeg

an ICONPICROUS — 1Ot NOLCSADIG Of Proemrent

1 Ingenious — characterized by claverness o
11 AAULEAINE — CAUTING Naidd OF LPIOL STomach
*1 mansoleum —» magrficent, decorated tomd
L3 M PrOVOCILION — CAUtIng IRRTIvalaon OF ANNoyance
1213 AQUINEd — O0Lar e DOeeton Of Lomething

213 altescation — s angry dopute; quarre

compermation —sormething preen to make up for

sormething else

1213 contemptucunly — thowing contempt: scoenfully

ecclesisstical —having 1o do with the chorcth or

the clerpy

2.1 formiduble — hird 10 Owercome o Seal with

2-n Inconsistent —not comstent. n

I

2.1 POrMande e — Doy permunent, lasting

1213 prerogative—a rght of prwvilege

Qaalms — suddan, disturbing fesdergs of

UNGatreis

Whole Academy Reading 1 of 2

Page 3
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Students are provided with
‘Knowledge Organisers’ for
“Tutor Time Reading’ which
include banks of tier 2
words. These support
comprehension of the text,
background and contextual
information.
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Tutor Time Reading
‘Knowledge Organiser’
Reading Support.

The
SECRET (GARDEN

#
illustrated by 7

GRAHAM RUST

nManchaster,

with har family 1o
N 1364. From an earlyage,

10 writing. As har family

ANditiors, 3o 10 the Soononic

Civil War, Burmett oftan wroteon

A grocery lists. Sha marriod her

d friand, Swan Burmett, in 1373, with

sha had 1wo sons. Burmett moved

ean Erglandand the United States,

ually sattling in New York, whera she

ased away in 1924, Sence har death, saveral of

the athor's stonss have baan adapted into

filves, inchoding The Secret Govden and Litte Lord

Fowntieroy (1385).

Historical Context

From 1848 10 197, Groat Britan had complate
control over Indiaand soma of its naighiboes.
Thir control of India i rememberad i the
British Raj, & word in the Hindi that moars Yule'
of ‘governmant’.

The British Raj - 1353 to 1920
T British had a rumnber of colonies, pans of the
world that thay controlied, peior to taking ovar all
f India Many of thasa colonias, incduding ndia,
1Ot have the powar to fight badk against the
h. India was dwided, making it possinde for
o take over the whole ragion. Some
@ders had powar i Indiator cvartwo
15 ot to thedr position in the East
, @ trade business owned by the
. 0 1353, howaver, Groat
had to take control of the
n kadarsbegana war for

The best in everyone™
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The Secret Garden - Characters

Introduction

The Secrat Garden is a chaldran's noval by Britesh writar Framces Bodgson Sarnatt, Tirst published in 1911, Thae story
Mary Lereno who was Boen in India to wealthy parants. Mary's 1ife in India soddenly comas 10 an end when her parents
& reuit, sha & sant 10 live with her unche, Architald Craven, in his Yorkshire mance. Thare, Mary's woeld shifts radically as

selfsh natura and lonalinass.

Tha book opans by introducng Mary Lénndx, 3 sour and deagroaable 3-yoar-old girl Sha lves in India with her father, a Britsh state
mother, 3 self-absorded womanwho fréguently i out at parties and sodializng. Mary hac Dasn mostly rased by har Indian servant n
and the Other servants are extramaly docle and willl induigo Mary's avery whim, which his lod b 10 Decome a very spoilad littla girl wiho

others 10 do averything for har.

Mary Lennox - One of tha nowver's Two protagonests, Mary Lannoxisa
ten-yoar-old gl who, aftar the death of har parants in india, is sentto
live with her uncle in Yorkshira, England. Mary changos dractically over
the course of The Secrat Gardan: sha avolvas from a spodled, unioved
and unlovieg creatura 1o a el who is Tull of spint and surrounded by
friands. She beging the book & its cantral charactar, but & ater
displaced by Colin.

Dickon Sowerby - Dickon is altérnataly describad & *a common moor
boy™ and *a Yorkshire anged™; ha & both. Two years oldar than Colinand
Mary, Dickon has lived on Missal Moor his entire M, andhas a uniqualy
intemate ralationship with the land. Ha & dascribed as looking ke the
£od Pan [tha god of _): ha has rosy cheaks, rough curly hair, and blue
ayes pracisaly the same color & tha sky ovar the moor; ha evan carmes a
sat of pan-papes. Like Pan, ha has the powar 1o charm both animals and
peopla.

Ban Weatherstal! - Son Waatherstaftis a grudf aldary gardensr who is
only parmitted 10 stay at Missalthwaito bocause e was a favourita of
th lata Mistrass Crawan. Ho introduces Mary o tha robin redbreast, and
halps the childrénkaap the secret of the garden.

Lilias Craven - Archibadd's te wite, who died 1an yoars bafora the
outset of the nowed Har spint s assodated with both roses and the
$0Cret gardan. Her portrait hangs in har son's room Deneath a rose-
colored curtam, and sha is describad by all whoknaw har & the gentlast,
SWeetast, and Most Daastiful of women. She rapresents an abuent ideal.

Colin Crawen - Tha othar of the nowvel's protagonists, Colin Craven &
Archibadd Cravan's ten-yaar-old son and hedr, He was Dorn shortly aft
the daath of his mothar, and his fatharcould not baar 1o ook at him
bocase of his résemblanca to har.

Sesan Sowerdy - The mothar of Martha and Dickon [as wall & of twelve
other childran), Susan Sowserby functions & a symibol for the concept of
motherhood asalf.Sha is all-nurtureg, all-knowing, and appears drassad
in a hooded blua cloak M that of the Chrstian Virgin Mary (the mother
of 2o Creist). Both Mary and Colin @xpeass the wish that he wera ther
MOother; S10rks of her Sustain each of tham Before thair respective
trarcionmations.

Archibadd Cravan - Tha master of Missalthwane Mance, who suffars from
& crooked spine and peneral Ml health Ha has Ben in & crushing

dOpression evar sinde tha death of his wife, ten years before the moval
bagea Archibald spands most of histime abroad.

Martha Sowerly - Mary's friand and masdservant, Martha is

distinguishad by her chanming frankness and loved headad apgeo
apects of o, Her simplicity and kindness are & groat hedp to M
the latter's arrival at Msselthwaite. inher vary ordinarinass,
regeasants the goodness of allthe people of Yorkshira,

Mrs, Mediock - The haad of the servants at Misselttwante Manor, Mrs,
Medlock |5 destinputshad by her punctious obadience of all of Master
Craven's odd rules. Bansath herripid exterior, she, like all the people of
Yorkshire, |5 basically kind. She and Susan Sowerby were fiends nthelr
grihood,

Dv, Craven - Archibald's beother and Colin'suncle,
the latter's Iliness, He isa bitstuffy and officio
lagh at him at every opportunity, Describ
hopes for Coln's death so that be mi;

\k
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One to one support from our own Sixth Form Students.

We are fortunate enough to have a F
team of dedicated 6" form ‘Reader s
Leaders’ who support younger —
students. This one to one support has
been enormously valued for the
students and the older students have
enjoyed the experience of working
with these students too. They track
their progress on record sheets and
students are encouraged to keep a
record of their reading too.
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Book Clubs and Extra Curricular
Reading Opportunities

Our students have a host of ways to participate in activities
that promote a love of reading. Our librarian runs a popular
book club each week where there are always ‘book’ related
activities to take part in. Each year students shadow the
reading of all the books that have been nominated for the
‘Carnegie’ award. This involves students reading all of the
nominated books and awarding their own winner on the same
day as the winner is officially announced. Our Carnegie
ceremony is hosted either here or at other local schools. Our
librarian also coaches students for the annual ‘Big Book Quiz’
and students have the opportunity to attend the annual ‘Hay
Festival’.
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1

The Next Steps on Our Reading Journey... Q

&

2

We have recently become a ‘Renaissance Partner Pal'tnel' SChOO]
School’. This means we have joined an already Prog ramme

RENAISSANCE

established network of partners to share experiences and
insights, and learn from experienced users of
Renaissance products. This will allow us to share what we
do and learn from others to develop a good
understanding and practice of how Renaissance products
can continue to contribute to raising educational
standards.
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The Next Steps on Our Reading Journey...

As one of many schools in ‘UL’ we have opportunities to collaborate and discuss how we promote,
develop and improve students’ life chances through reading. This year, through our collaboration with
‘Northampton Academy’, we are planning on joining their, ‘LitFest’. This will give students the
opportunities to meet authors and participate in reading workshops.

We will also continue to target support at the weakest to ensure that their journey through school and
beyond is not hampered by their inability to read. We have recently introduced a ‘Direct Instruction’
reading programme and our pilot of this programme will be evaluated and shared across UL.

We will continue to work across the school, in primary and secondary, to discuss strategies and share
what we do. We will continue to meet regularly to use our expertise to support and extend what we offer
students across the academy.

We will continue to build and develop teachers’ knowledge, confidence and expertise through CPD and
shared good practice so student’s have the vocabulary, fluency and comprehension to Improve their
reading skills.
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9 “The more that you
W read, the more things
(4 you will know. T} hge
g more that you learn,
the more places
yowll go.”

Dr Seuss
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If you would like any information on any of our
strategies or would like to speak to a member
of staff regarding reading please contact:

Director of Literacy

Assistant Principal

School Librarian
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