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Your Knowledge Organiser and Self Quizzing Book

Knowledge Organisers Self Quizzing Book

Knowledge Organisers contain critical, 
fundamental knowledge that you MUST know 

in order to be successful in Year 9 and 
subsequent years.

They will help you recap, revisit and revise 
what you have learnt in lessons in order to 

move the knowledge within from your short-
term memory to long term memory.

This is the book that all Knowledge Organiser 
homework is to be completed in.  

You must follow the simple rules as to how 
they are to be used.

You must bring your Knowledge 

Organiser and Self Quizzing Book 

to every lesson and place it on 

your desk at the beginning of 

each lesson.

You must keep all of your 

Knowledge Organisers and Self 

Quizzing Books because the 

fundamental knowledge required 

in Year 9 will also be required in 

years 10 and 11
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Knowledge Organisers are NOT a 

replacement for revision guides 

but they include the fundamental 

knowledge that ALL students in 

Year 9 require.



How do I complete Knowledge Organiser homeworks?
You will be set a MINIMUM of 2 Knowledge Organiser homeworks in every subject each half term

Step 1
Check SMHW and identify what 

words/definitions/facts you have been asked to learn.

Step 2
Write today’s date and the title from your Knowledge 

Organiser.

Step 3
Write out the keywords/definitions/facts you have 

been set from SMHW in FULL.

Step 4
Cover the definitions in your SELF QUIZZING BOOK, 
apart from the first. Read it, Cover it, Say it in your 

head, check it….REPEAT until confident.

Step 5
Cover up ALL the definitions/facts and write them out 

from memory in your SELF QUIZZING BOOK.

Step 6
Check your answers and correct where required.

Repeat Steps 4 to 6 until you are confident. 

You will be tested on the words/definitions/facts as a 
starter activity in your lesson on the day that the 

homework is due.

This will be completed in your normal exercise book 
and you will mark it in class.
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I am aware that I must use language that is 
appropriate to my reader.

❖ No slang that lesson was bangin’
❖ No informal language I’m gonna do my homework 

now

❖Other things to consider:
✓ I am clear about the purpose of this piece of writing
✓ I know who my audience is
✓ I will use a suitable layout and text type

I am proud of my work because...

• I have written clearly so that my reader can 
understand my writing easily.

• I have checked my spelling and corrected any errors.

• I have used full sentences with a subject and a verb.

• I have used correct punctuation and grammar.

• I have paragraphed my work using TIPTOP.

• My writing is suitable for the person I am writing for.

Affect/effect
Bare/bear
Brake/break
Buy/by
For/four
Flour/flower
Grate/great
Hair/hare
Hole/whole
Hour/our
Knight/night
Know/no

The TIPTOP rule

You move onto a new paragraph when you 
change time, place, topic or person.

Can I write in paragraphs?

We must use an apostrophe to replace any letter(s) we have 
left out.

I have checked that I have not mixed up my homophones.

1. I always start an essay with an introduction which 
addresses the question.

2. I finish an essay with a conclusion to summarise 
the main points of my argument and to address 
the question again.

3. I use connectives in each paragraph to link my 
ideas and to put them in a logical order. 

oMeanwhile 
oNonetheless 
oHowever 
oAlthough 
oMoreover

oFurthermore 
oWhereas 
oNevertheless 
oAlternatively
oConsequently 

oBut 
oSince 
oYet 
oTherefore
oBesides 

Simple sentences: contains a subject and a verb and 
can contain an object
• Sarah likes to read in the library.
• Tom enjoys reading at home.

Compound sentences: joins two simple sentences 
using the connectives: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.
• Sarah likes to read in the library but Tom prefers to 
read at home.

Complex sentences:  A complex sentence contains a 
conjunction such as because, since, after, although, or
when .
▪ Because Robert felt tired, he only studied for an 
hour.
▪ Although the rain had stopped, the pitch was still 
water-logged.
▪ Paul enjoys Music, however, he is more proficient 
in Art. 

Can I use different sentence types?

Can I spell familiar words accurately?

Common contractions

Have I used the correct grammar?

Homophones

Meat/meet
One/won
Passed/past
Peace/piece
Practice (n)/practise (v)
Read/red
Sea/see
Sight/site
Son/sun 
To/too/two
Wait/weight
Weak/week
Wear/where

11 o’clock
Aren’t
Can’t
Couldn’t
Didn’t
Doesn’t
Don’t
Hadn’t
Hasn’t
Haven’t
He’d
He’ll 
He’s 
How’d
How’ll

How’s
I’d 
I’ll
I’m 
Isn’t
It’d
It’ll
It’s
Mightn’t
Mustn't
Shan’t
She’d
She’ll 
She’s
Shouldn’t

They’d
They’ll
They’re
Wasn’t
We’d
We’ll
We’re
Weren’t
What’d
What’ll
What’s
When’d
When’ll
When’s
Where’d

Where’ll
Where’s
Who’d
Who’ll 
Who’s 
Why’d
Why’ll
Why’s
Won’t
Wouldn’t
You’d
You’ll
You’re



Apostrophe for Possession
(To show that something belongs to another)

If a single thing/person owns anything, add an apostrophe + 
‘s’.

•The dog’s bone
•The boy’s homework
•Jones’s bakery
•Yesterday’s lesson

However, if it is plural (more than one), an apostrophe 
comes after the ‘s’.

•The dogs’ bones
•The boys’ homework
•Joneses’ bakeries (lots of Jones families)
•Many websites’ content is educational

The Apostrophe
I always aim to use apostrophes correctly.

There are two main reasons why we use apostrophes: for 
possession and to replace a letter or letters

Basics:
❑ Every sentence must start with a capital letter.
❑ Every sentence must finish with some form of 

punctuation: .?!
❑ Proper nouns need capital letters. These are 

unique people, places or things e.g. there are 
many cities so ‘city’ doesn’t take a capital letter. 
However there is only one London, therefore it 
takes a capital letter.

❑ When writing titles of works such as books, films 
or plays:
▪ Capitalise the first word
▪ Capitalise any main/important words
▪ Don’t capitalise minor words such  as ‘and’, 

‘of’ or ‘the’ e.g. The Sound of Music, The 
Wizard of Oz, Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire

❑ When writing speech:
✓Go to a new line when a different person speaks 

e.g. “Good morning” said the Headteacher.
“It’s the afternoon!” replied the student.
✓Each person’s speech is marked with speech 

marks e.g. “Walk on the left” said Mr Mathews.

ITS

Note: its, which shows that something owns something (like 
our, his etc), does not take an apostrophe: the dog ate its bone 
and we ate our dinner

Your/ you’re

Note: special care must be taken over the use of your and 
you’re as they sound the same but are used quite differently:
❖Your is possessive as in this is your pen
❖You’re is short for you are as in you’re coming over to my 
house

Note: Apostrophes are NEVER used to denote plurals

There/ their/ they’re

Note: special care must be taken over the use of there, their 
and they’re as they sound the same but are used quite 
differently:
❖There shows position Your seat is over there
❖Their shows that ‘they’ own something Their blazers are 
navy blue
❖They’re is short for they are as in They’re revising every 
day

Can I use punctuation?

Full stop . indicates that a sentence has finished

Comma , indicates a slight pause in a sentence, 

separates clauses in a complex 

sentence and items in a list

Question mark ? goes at the end of a question

Exclamation

mark

! goes at the end of a dramatic 

sentence to show surprise or shock

Apostrophe ‘ shows that letter(s) have been left out 

or indicates possession

Speech marks “” indicate direct speech, the exact 

words spoken or being quoted

Colon : introduces a list, a statement or a 

quote in a sentence

Semicolon ; separates two sentences that are 

related and of equal importance

Dash / hyphen - separates extra information from the 

main clause by holding words apart

Brackets ( ) can be used like dashes, they separate 

off extra information from the main 

clause

Ellipsis … to show a passage of time, to hook the 

reader in and create suspense

1. Sound out the word
2. Think about how it looks
3. Think about a similar word
4. Is there a memory sentence for this word? (e.g. 

big elephants cannot always use small exits)
5. Find the word in a list –

• Key words list
• Frequently used words list
• Your own word bank

6. Look it up in a dictionary/spellchecker
7. Ask a friend or teacher
8. To learn it: look, cover, write , check
9. Once you’ve solved it,  add the correct spelling 

to your own word bank.

Can I spell accurately?
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The Formal Elements

Line: Defines shape; the 
outer edge of something. It 
can vary in width, direction 
and length.

Tone: How dark or light a 
shape is

Pattern: A repeated shape 
or line

Texture: The feel or 
appearance of a surface; 
how rough or smooth it is

Shape: Can be in the form 
of squares, circles, 
triangles, rectangles, and 
ovals. 

Additional Key words

Organic - free flowing or 
rounded, seemingly 
natural.

Geometric - refers to the 
shapes such as triangles, 
squares, etc.

Symmetry - meaning it is 
equal on both sides.

Flat tones - no tonal effect 
in the colour.

Distorted - a shape that is 
changed and no longer 
looks proportioned

2. Key Terms specific to: 3D

• Sculptor: An artist who works in 3D

• Carving: The sculptor removes unwanted material to create the 
form. Materials such as a block of wood, stone, soap and other 
hard materials are used. 

• Modelling: The sculptor creates a form by building it up. Clay, 
paper machê, and other soft materials are modelled into a 
sculpture. Modelling with clay is generally the first process for 
creating a cast metal sculpture. 

• Assembly or construction: The sculptor joins materials together. 
This is also additive sculpture. Materials such as steel, wood, and 
found materials are glued, welded, or connected in some way to 
create a sculpture. 

• Bas Relief: Low level carving, modelling or assembling that is 
designed to be viewed from one angle.

3.  Colour Theory

• Colour: When light is reflected 
of an object, colour is what the 
eye sees.  There are primary 
colours and secondary colours. 

• Warm Colours:  Colours that 
give the feeling of warmth –
red, orange, yellow.

• Cool colours: Colours that give 
a cool feeling – blue, green 
purple.

• Complementary colours: 
Opposite colours on the colour 
wheel. 

• Shade: When Black is mixed with a 
colour to make it darker

• Tint: When white is mixed with a 
colour to make it lighter. 

2. Techniques specific to: Textiles

• Applique:   A decoration made by cutting shaped of fabric and 
sewing them to another piece of fabric with a zig zag stitch

• Collage: Layering fabric and papers together to create an image, 
different textures or pattern.

• Embellishment: a decorative detail or feature added to 
something to make it more attractive

• Stitch: A loop of thread that can connect fabric pieces together. 

• Fabric: cloth produced by weaving or knitting textile fibres

• Surface decoration: Applying decorative stitches and other 
embellishments to the surface of fabric

• Fabric manipulation: Altering and changing the appearance of 
fabric by using different methods such as pulling the fibres, 
twisting and stitching. 

4.  Composition

• Composition: the arrangement/layout of shapes/objects on the page

• Proportion: The size and shape of one object in comparison to another

• Foreground, mid-ground, background: The areas at the front middle or 
back of a drawing or painting. 

• Focal Point: The part of the artwork which stands out and draws the eye.

• Perspective: The way of showing that objects appear to get smaller and 
closer together the further away they are from the viewer.

• Symbol: A picture of image that tells a story of what it is without using 
word

• Depth - the illusion of space.
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Key Terms specific to: Art

• Mark making: The different line, patterns and textures we create in 
a piece of art

• Medium: The media used to create the artwork

• Observational: Closely studying objects

• Collage – an image that is created by using layers of other images 
and/or materials

• Mixed Media: Using a variety of different media to create an 
artwork.

• Sculpture: A 3D piece of artwork. 

• Realism: Painted realistically

• Abstract: Art which does not represent images of our everyday 
world

Three Words to Critique 
Movement

Movement is seen in 
every piece of art. 
Movement helps to 
create or define a piece 
of art.

1. Swirling
2. Flowing
3. Dramatic

Four Words to Critique 
Tone

When it comes to tone 
in art there are four 
words that can help you 
when critiquing. None of 
the words are fancy; 
however they may not 
all be use in your 
everyday conversations 
with friends.

1. Subtle
2. Contrasting
3. Muted
4. Dramatic

Five Words to Critique 
Shape

Art comes in various 
shapes whether it is a 
painting or a sculpture. 
Therefore, there are 
specific words to 
describe each piece of 
art.

1. Organic
2. Curvaceous
3. Geometric
4. Angular
5. Elongated

Five Words to Critique 
Scale

Scale is basically the size 
of the art. The words 
used to critique scale 
are common words that 
are already in our 
vocabulary.

1. Large
2. Small
3. Intimate
4. Miniature
5. Monumental

Six Words to Critique Colour

In art colour is very important. 
This is what helps each piece of 
art stand out. The color, no 
matter what type of artwork 
helps define the piece and the 
artist. A lot of artwork can be 
determined on who did the work 
just by looking at the colors, 
because certain artists use 
specific colours in every piece of 
their work.

1. Bold
2. Vibrant
3. Subtle
4. Pale
5. Earthy
6. Naturalistic

Three Words to Critique Contrast

Two out of the three words for 
contrast have already been used 
to critique other elements of art. 
Therefore, it should not be hard 
to remember these words on a 
list of descriptive words to 
critique art. The only other word 
you need to remember here is 
the word strong and that is a 
pretty common word.

1. Dramatic
2. Subtle
3. Strong

Five Words to Critique Texture

Texture is a very common 
element with and often used 
when referring to clothing, 
furniture and hair. Also, if you 
have ever painted a wall in your 
home you are most likely familiar 
with the following words.

1. Rough
2. Fine
3. Smooth
4. Coarse
5. Uneven

Techniques specific to: Photography

• Aperture: The size of the hole which controls how much light is 
allowed into the camera when taking a photograph. The higher the 
aperture the smaller the hole (less light)

• Focus: Areas of an image may be in focus (clear and sharp) and 
some areas may be out of focus (blurry and difficult to see) 

• Focal Point: The part of the photograph that the eye is immediately 
drawn to

• Rule of thirds: A technique used to create a successful composition. 
The rule states that the focal point should not be dead centre.

• Leading lines: The viewers eyes are naturally drawn along vertical 
and parallel lines 
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Commedia Dell’Arte Pantomime

• Italian Comedy – strong sense of 
ensemble

• Use of masks means emotion needs to be 
shown through body language.

• Minimal set
• Props used – food, furniture, weapons 

etc.
• Leaps, tumbles, slapstick used
• Stock characters and archetypes: Villain, 

Soldiers, Pompous doctor, clown, the 
lovers, gossipy old woman, ballerina 
servant

• Usually based on a fairytale
• Pantomime ‘dame’ is a man in drag
• Lots of audience participation ‘it’s 

behind you…oh no it isn’t’
• Good enter stage right (heaven), 

villains enter stage left (hell)
• Use of slapstick, music and dance –

very OTT
• Comedy and humour
• Everything exaggerated

• Antagonist:  A character who causes trouble for the protagonist.
• Aside: A comment which a character makes to another character or the audience.  The rest of the characters on stage can’t hear them.
• Backstory: The events that have happened to a character before the action of the play
• Blackout:  When the stage lights are turned off between scenes or at the end of a performance.
• Body language:  The way movements, posture and gestures can show how someone feels without speaking.
• Character arc:  The way a character changes over the course of a story.
• Characterisation:  the way an actor interprets and performs the character.
• Choreography:  A rehearsed sequence of steps or movements
• Chorus:  A group of third-person narrators who provide extra information about the plot and comment on the action or characters.  Originally a feature of Ancient Greek 

theatre.
• Comedy:  A genre of drama which features humour and a happy ending.
• Commedia dell’arte: A type of comedy popular in the 16th to 18th century Italy that makes use of stock characters.
• Cue:  A signal that tells the actors or technicians when a certain action needs to take place.
• Dialogue:  The general term for any lines spoken between characters.
• Duologue: A scene or section of dialogue which only involves two actors.
• Flashback/flashforward:  A scene which shows events from before or after the main action of the play.  It can give extra information about the plot or help to develop 

characters.
• Flat:  A wooden frame with a canvas stretched over it which is pained and used as scenery.
• Floodlight:  A type of stage lantern which casts a broad wash of light on to the stage.
• Form:  The type of written drama (e.g. play, opera, musical, pantomime).  These often have set theatrical conventions but vary in genre and style.
• Fourth wall:  The imaginary barrier that separates the audience from the world of the play on the screen.
• Freeze frame:  When the performers suddenly stop the action at a key moment.
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• Genre:  The type of story a play is telling (e.g. comedy, tragedy)
• Gesture:  A movement made by part of the body (e.g. arms, head) to convey a character’s emotions.
• Improvisation:  When drama is made up on the spot by performers without using any prepared material.
• Mannerism:  A repeated physical or vocal habit that contributes to characterisation.
• Minimalist theatre:  A genre of theatre which uses a basic set and very few props or simple costumes.
• Minor character:  A character who isn’t important to the plot but who adds depth to the world of the play.
• Musical theatre:  A style of theatre that uses song and dance to develop the plot and entertain the audience.
• Narrator:  A character who comments on the action and the plot to the audience.  The narrator can be first-person (involved in the action) or third-

person ( set apart from the action)
• Physical theatre:  A non-naturalistic style of theatre which uses physical movements to tell stories.
• Plot:  The series of events that take place in a play.
• Posture:  The position a character  holds themselves in when sitting or standing.
• Promenade Theatre:  A style of theatre that requires the audience to follow the actors between different performance spaces over the course of the 

play.  This usually takes place outdoors.
• Proscenium Arch stage:  A box shaped stage which is set back from the audience so that only the front-end is open to them, framed by the proscenium 

arch itself.
• Protagonist:  The main character in a story
• Proxemics: The use of physical space between the actors on stage to create meaning.
• Slapstick:  A type of comedy that features exaggerated movements and physical humour.
• Stage directions:  Any instructions written in a script by the playwright to explain how a play should be performed.
• Stimulus:  A starting point for your devised piece that you should use to inspire your performance.
• Stock character:  A character who is based on a stock personality.
• Structure:  The shape of a play’s narrative, including the order in which it’s shown to the audience.
• Style:  The way in which a director chooses to interpret a performance text on stage.
• Supporting character:  A character who is important to the plot but isn’t the audience’s main focus.
• Tableau:  A moment in a performance when the action stops and the characters freeze in position.
• Thought tracking:  When a character tells the audience their thoughts during a pause in the action.
• Tragedy:  A genre of play which features a serious plot and an unhappy ending.
• Tragic hero:  The protagonist of a tragedy, whose flaws lead to their downfall (or death)
• Wings:  The space to the side of a stage which is used for storage and as a waiting area for the actors.
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1. Context

Playwright: Arthur Miller (1915-2005)

Nationality: American

Other notable works: ‘All My Sons’, ‘Death of a Salesman’, ‘A View from a Bridge’ 

Dates:  written in 1950-1952, performed 1952, published 1953

Era: 1950s at the time of The Cold War

Genre: Tragedy, tragic drama, American drama, realist drama.

Set: Salem, Massachusetts, USA 1692 (17th Century) 

Structure: each of the four acts ends with a climax (unusual structure)  

Playwright biography: 
• Born in 1915 in New York City.  

• Studied journalism before becoming a very successful writer.

• Famously married to the Hollywood actress Marilyn Monroe.

• Winner of many accolades including: Pulitzer Prize, seven Tony Awards, an Olivier 

and the John F Kennedy Lifetime Achievement Award.

Social, Historical & Literary context: The Crucible
• The play was first performed in 1953 at the height of the McCarthy trials.

• Considered an attack on the anti-Communist McCarthyism.

The Salem Witch Trials (1692)
• The play is a fictionalised account of the  famous 17th Century witch trials.  

• Hysteria began when a group of girls fell ill and it could not be explained why. 

• In a Puritan society, anything that could not be explained was said to be the work 

of the devil. 

• Villagers then began to accuse each other of witchcraft, which then extended to 

people with grudges and jealousies.  Many made accusations as revenge for petty 

things. 

• Within a few weeks, dozens of people were in jail. By the end of the trials, 

nineteen innocent men and women were hanged and hundreds were convicted.

McCarthyism (1947-1956)
• An American Senator called Joseph McCarthy rose to power by stirring up the 

nation into becoming terrified of Communists.  Stemmed from the fear and 

tension between the U.S. and the Soviet Union during The Cold War.

• In 1947 he ordered all employees of the civil service to be screened for ‘loyalty’ 

to check they did not have Communist sympathies. McCarthy led the House 

Committee on Un-American Activities, which sought to find Communists in 

America.  

• Anyone named as a Communist was placed on "Blacklists" that prevented them 

from getting work. 

• The McCarthy hearings (also known as McCarthy trials) ran from April to June 

1954.

• Many non-Communists confessed to being Communists and falsely named others 

as Communists in order to escape punishment.  

• Miller was brought before Congress in 1956 and convicted of contempt of 

Congress for refusing to cooperate (his conviction was later overturned). 

• Eventually McCarthy was condemned and the hysteria died down, but the 

damage caused to the lives of hundreds of people was already done.

4. Key Vocabulary

hysteria Exaggerated or uncontrollable emotion or 

excitement.

hypocrisy The practice of engaging in the same behaviour 

or activity for which one criticise or condemns 

another.

ideology A set of beliefs and ideas on which people, 

parties, groups, or countries base their actions 

and decisions. 

integrity The quality of being honest and having strong 

moral principles.

patriarchy A system of society or government in which 

men hold the power and women are largely 

excluded from it.

theocracy A society ruled by people who are guided by 

God.

witch- hunt A search for people labelled "witches" or 

evidence of witchcraft, often involving moral 

panic or mass hysteria.

witch-hunt

(modern

meaning)

In modern times, a ‘witch-hunt’ describes the 

attempt to find and   punish a particular group 

of people who are being blamed for   

something, often because of their opinions or 

beliefs, not because   they have actually done 

anything wrong. 

persecution Hostility and ill-treatment, especially because 

of race or political or religious beliefs; 

oppression.

justice The legal or philosophical theory which 

fairness is  administered. 

subjugate To bring under domination or control.

Puritan A member of a group of English Protestants of 

the late 16th

and 17th centuries. They thought the 

Reformation of the Church under Elizabeth I as 

incomplete and wanted to simplify and 

regulate forms of worship.

Puritanical Having or displaying a very strict moral 

attitude.

capitalism A political system where people are 

encouraged to work hard, earn their own 

money and businesses are privately owned.

communism A political system where all property is owned 

by the  community and each person 

contributes and receives  according to their 

ability and needs.

3. Key Terminology

Tragedy A play ending with the suffering and death of the main 

character.

Tragic hero A literary character who makes a judgment error that 

inevitably leads to his/her own destruction.

Antagonist A person who actively opposes or is hostile to someone 

or

something.  Also known as an adversary.

Allegory A story, poem, or picture that can be interpreted to 

reveal a hidden meaning, typically a moral or political 

one. (The Salem witch trials in the play are an allegory 

for the McCarthy witch hunt which took place in 

America in the 20th Century.)

Hamartia The fatal flaw of a tragic hero.

Symbolism The use of symbols to express ideas or qualities. 

Stage 

directions

Instructions written into the script of a play, indicating 

stage actions, movements of performers, or 

production requirements e.g. set design or staging. 

Climax The point of highest tension in a narrative. 

2. Key Characters

• Abigail Williams: the 17-year-old niece of Reverend Parris.  She is 

an orphan and a former servant to the Proctors.  

• Reverend Parris: the minister of Salem, Betty's father, and 

Abigail's uncle. Tituba is his slave. 

• John Proctor: a farmer, and the husband of Elizabeth. He is well 

respected in the local community and values his reputation. 

• Elizabeth Proctor: loyal wife to John Proctor.  She fires Abigail 

Williams as her servant before the play begins.  Mary Warren is 

her servant during the events of the play.

• Rev John Hale: minister in the nearby Massachusetts town of 

Beverly, and an expert in identifying witchcraft.  

• Thomas Putnam: an influential citizen but not well liked in the 
community. 

• Tituba:  Rev. Parris’ slave from Barbados. 

• Mary Warren: naïve and lonely servant of the Proctors. 

• Deputy Governor Danforth: a Deputy governor of Massachusetts 
who comes to Salem to preside over the witch trials. 
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1. Context - Relationships

Writer: Chimamanda Ngozi Adiche (1977- ) 

Nationality: Nigerian 

Other notable works: ‘Purple Hibiscus’, ‘Half 

of a Yellow Sun’ 

Genre: Essay 

Dates: Published 2014

Writer biography

• Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie grew up in 

Nigeria.

• At the age of 19, Adichie left Nigeria to

attend university in the United States 

• When the novelist was growing up in 

Nigeria, she was not used to being 

identified by the colour of her skin. That 

changed when she arrived in the United 

States.

Background to the text

• ‘We Should all be Feminists’ is an essay 

which was published in 2014.

• It is based on a TEDx talk Adiche gave in 

2012 in London. 

• TED events are conferences where 

speakers are invited to talk about a variety 

of topics.

• The video of her talk has been viewed over 

four million times. 

• Parts of Adichie's TEDx talk were sampled in 

Beyoncé's song "Flawless" in December 

2013.

3. Key Vocabulary

maiden name The original surname of a married woman 

who uses her husband's surname name after 

marriage.

antiquated Old-fashioned or outdated.

heteronormative A world view that promotes heterosexuality 

as  the only or preferred sexual orientation. 

patriarchy A system of society or government in which 

men hold the power and women are largely 

excluded  from it.

stigma A mark of disgrace associated with a 

particular  circumstance, quality, or person.

poet laureate A poet officially appointed by a government,

who is often expected to compose poems for 

special events and occasions

indigenous Originating or occurring naturally in a 

particular place.

monoglot A person who speaks only one language.

feminist A feminist advocates or supports the rights 

and equality of women.

gender The social and cultural differences associated 

with being male or female.

socialisation The process beginning during childhood by 

which individuals acquire the values, habits, 

and attitudes of a society 

male gaze The act of objectifying women by presenting 

them through the lens of a heterosexual 

man. 

objectify To treat a person like a tool or toy, as if they 

had  no feelings, opinions, or rights of their 

own.

2. Key Terminology

bias An inclination or prejudice for 

oragainst one person or group.

humour The quality of being amusing or 

comic.

tone The choice of writing style the 

writer employs to

convey specific feelings, 

emotions or attitudes. 

empathy The ability to understand and 

share the feelings of 

another.

anecdote A short amusing or interesting 
story about a real incident or 
person.

irony A state of affairs or an event 

that seems deliberately 

contrary to what one expects 

and is often amusing as a 

result.

sarcasm The use of irony to mock or 

convey contempt.

perspective A particular attitude towards or 

way of regarding

something; a point of view.

imperatives Phrases used to give orders, 

commands ,warning  or

instructions.

syntactic 
parallels 

Repetition of sentences or 
clauses to emphasise a 

theme or idea. 
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1. Climate change key words:
• Greenhouse gas: Co², nitrous oxide, methane. 

• Carbon sink: a forest, ocean, or other natural 
environment viewed in terms of its ability to 
absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

• Mitigation: reducing our contribution to 

climate change. 

• Adaptation: Finding ways to cope with the 

changing climate. 

• Fossil fuels: coal, gas, oil used to produce 

energy.

• Renewable energy sources: sources that will 

not run out (e.g. solar/wind)

2. Key climatic theories and processes: 
• High Pressure – Air masses falling from the high 

atmosphere to earth – they contain little if any 
moisture – associated with clear skies and good 
weather.

• Low Pressure – Air masses rising from earth to the 
high atmosphere – they contain lots of moisture –
associated with cloudy skies and precipitation.

• Atmospheric Circulation Model – shows the 
movement of air masses across the planet in a specific 
pattern.

• Milankovitch cycle/ Orbital changes – Changes in the 
pathway of Earth around the sun – natural cause of 
climate change.

• Volcanic activity – large eruptions of ash, gases and 

liquids can influence climate change –e.g expulsion of 

Co2 – greenhouse gas responsible for global warming/ 

expulsion of ash, reflects suns rays, reducing the 

earth’s temperature.

• Solar output – cyclical changes in solar energy output.

• Carbon capture - Carbon capture is the process of 

capturing waste carbon dioxide usually from large 

point sources, such as a cement factory or  power 

stations.

• Carbon storage (sequestration)- transporting 

captured carbon to a storage site, and depositing it 

where it will not enter the atmosphere, normally an 

underground.

• Afforestation - large scale planting of trees.

3. The impacts of climate change: 
• Primary effects – an initial impact of a natural 

event on people and property, caused directly by 

it e.g. buildings collapsing following an 

earthquake.

• Secondary effects – after effects that occur as 

indirect impacts of a natural event, sometimes on 

a longer timescale e.g. fires due to ruptured gas 

pipes, resulting from ground shaking.

• Primary (short term) response – a response 

immediately after the natural event e.g. search 

and rescue teams after an earthquake.

• Secondary (long term) response - a response in 

the weeks/months/years after the natural event 

e.g. rebuilding of schools/ hospitals after an 

earthquake.
4. Knowing how to define factors in Geography: 
• Human: The influence of people on things. E.g. 

Human causes of flooding, or human causes of 
deforestation, or human built settlements. 

• Physical: The natural things in the world. E.g. 
Mountains, rivers, oceans, beaches; or physical 
causes of flooding, physical causes of 
deforestation. 

• Social: Any element that relates to humans. 

• Economic: Any element that relates to money. 

• Environmental: Any element that relates to 
nature. 

• Political: Any element that relates to the 
government. 

The Greenhouse effect - a natural process, enhanced 
by human activity where there is a gradual increase 
in the amount of greenhouse gases that encompass 
the earth’s atmosphere; leading to less heat escaping 
the atmosphere. 
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5. Newly Emerging 
Economies:
• NEE: Newly Emerging 

Economy (those 
moving from LIC to 
HIC). 

• HIC: Higher Income 
Country (e.g. 
Australia/Canada). 

• LIC: Lower Income 
Country (e.g. 
Somalia/Sierra Leone)

• Development: The 
progress made over 
time by a country. 

• Poverty: People living 
without basic needs or 
income.

• Corruption: dishonest 
or wrong doings by 
those in power. 

6. Supporting countries to develop: 
• Aid: Help

• Emergency aid: Help given for short term, often after natural 
disasters or outbreaks of diseases.

• Development aid (long term aid): Help given for a longer time, often 
focusing on areas of need e.g. health, education. 

• International aid: Aid sent from abroad. E.g. UK sending international 
aid to Nigeria. 

• Bilateral aid: Help given from one country to another. E.g. UK sending 
aid to India.

• Multilateral aid: Help given when organisations work together. E.g. 
The Disaster Emergency Committee who collected donations from 
countries to support after Nepal’s earthquake.

• Self help schemes: Schemes that provide training and materials to 
encourage people to improve their own standards of living. 

• Appropriate technology: Providing communities with resources that 
are appropriate for their level of development. E.g. A water pump to 
an LIC.

• Remittances: The money sent home – often from migrants. 

• Debt relief: The partial or total wiping off of any debts paid (has been 
given to many Highly Indebted Poor Countries –HIPCS – globally e.g. 
Ghana, Ethiopia and Haiti). 

7. Catalysts of development: 
• Trade: Transfers of goods and services from one country to 

another.

• Trading agreements: A deal made between countries. 

• Trading blocs: A group of countries or organisations who 
work together to create deals for trade.

• Globalisation: The way that the world is becoming 
increasingly interconnected.

• Investment: Money that is put into a country to support 
with business etc. 

• TNCS: Trans-national corporations. Large companies who 
work on a global scale. E.g. Nike

A map of Emerging Economies globally.

8. Nigeria key facts: 
• 50% of Nigeria’s GDP is from manufacturing
• 95% of Nigeria’s export earnings are from oil. 
• 60% of Nigeria’s population live on less than $1 a day.
• $10billion invested by China in the oil industry.
• 3rd largest global film industry is Nollywood.
• 500 different ethnic groups. 
• 190 million people live in Nigeria. 

9. Nigeria: 
• Nollywood: The Nigerian film industry 
• Niger Delta: The region near to the area where the River Niger enters the 

Atlantic Ocean.
• Lagos: Key city with is a trading centre and economic hub
• Abuja: Capital city of Nigeria. 
• Commonwealth: a group of countries that used to be part of the British 

Empire.
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Causes of WW1 WW1 Battles and trenches

The Triple 

Alliance

Formed in 1882.

Germany, Austria-

Hungary and Italy.

1st Moroccan 

Crisis

1905 – France controlled Morocco, Germany 

tried to stir up an anti-French independence 

movement in Morocco. Britain stood with 

France and Germany had to accept it.

The Trench 

System

A series of ditches dug by 

both sides. Included the 

font-line trenches, 

support trenches and 

reserve trenches.

Conscription Forcing people to join the army 

rather than relying on people 

volunteering. Act passed by 

parliament in 1916 for single 

men aged 18-41 to join up.

The Triple 

Entente

Formed in 1907 as 

all countries had 

agreements with 

each other.

England, Russia, 

France.

2nd Moroccan 

Crisis

1911 – Moroccans started a rebellion, 

French asked to step in. Germany sent a 

warship called 

The Panther. Ended with the Treaty of Berlin 

– Germany accepted the French in Morocco 

in return for some land in the Congo.

Communication 

Trench

Trenches which 

connected the others so 

that troops could be send 

from the reserve trenches 

to the support and front-

line trenches.

General Haig The British Commander on the 

Western Front for most of 

WW1. A controversial figure, 

followed the policy of ‘attrition’ 

to wear down the enemy’s 

forces.

Imperialism European nations 

were creating 

empires and 

coming into 

conflict.

Bosnian Crisis 1908 – Areas in the Balkans demanding 

independence.  Austro-Hungarian Empire 

took control of an area of the Balkans called 

Bosnia-Herzegovina. This angered Serbia 

and their supporters, Russia. 

Dug-out Provided protection and 

shelter in the trenches. 

Deep dug-outs (up to 15m 

below ground) could be 

used during heavy 

shelling.

The Battle of 

Somme 

An Allied infantry attack on 

German trenches at the Somme. 

It began on 1 July 1916. 60,000 

Allied soldiers dead or wounded 

in first day.

Militarism Countries believed 

it was important 

to build large 

armies and navies 

which led to an 

arms race. 

Balkan Wars 1912-1913 - Small-scale conflicts resulting 

from the disintegration of the Ottoman 

(Turkish) Empire. Serbia became more 

powerful which worried Austria-Hungary.

No-Man’s Land The area between the 

front-line trenches and 

opposing sides. Constant 

shelling turned it into a 

mass of mud, making it 

difficult for the troops to 

move across.

The 2nd Battle 

of Ypres

April-May 1915

British regained control over 

Hill-60

The first use of chlorine gas by 

the Germans

Nationalism Countries were 

looking out for 

their own 

interests.

Archduke 

Franz 

Ferdinand

Heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne. 

Assassinated by Gavrilo Princip (a Serb) on 

28th June 1914.

Trench foot and 

Trench Fever

Two medical conditions 

caused by the conditions 

in the trenches. Trench 

foot = death of tissue in 

the feet. Trench fever = 

illness spread by lice.

The Battle of 

Arras

April 1917

Allied soldiers had dug tunnels 

under the ground before the 

battle, gave shelter for soldier 

before and during the battle.

Kaiser 

Wilhelm II

Leader of 

Germany from 

1888 to 1918. He 

wanted a large 

empire, army and 

navy.

The 

Schlieffen 

Plan

How the Germans planned to avoid a war on 

two-fronts. Attack France through Belgium 

and defeat them within 6 weeks whilst 

Russia was mobilising.

Shell Shock Psychological trauma 
caused by the suffering 
of the men in the 
trenches. Symptoms 
included, loss of speech, 
shaking etc.

The Battle of 

Cambrai

October 1917

This battle involved the first 

large-scale use of tanks  but the 

British lost the ground they had 

taken.
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End of WW1

Reasons for Germany’s surrender

• Over 1 million German troops in Russia – but needed on the 
Western Front

• British naval blockade = severe food shortages. In 1918 
293,000 Germans died from starvation and hypothermia.

• The blockade, restricted Germany’s ability to trade -
industries virtually collapsed.

• German workers’ wages were falling despite the extra work 
they were doing to support the war. 

• Germany’s currency, the Mark, was losing its value and 
inflation was rising rapidly. 

• Kiel mutiny Nov 1918 - frustrated German sailors mutinied 
instead of following orders to attack the British Royal Navy -
sparked rebellions all over Germany =  collapse of the 
German government = armistice signed by new leader.

The ‘Big Three’

Georges Clemenceau (France) – Thought Germany should be crushed, made as weak as possible. 
Thought Germany should pay the entire cost of the war- France had suffered during WWI- over 2/3 
of army had been killed. Wanted revenge for when France had been defeated in 1871. 
David Lloyd George (Britain) – Germany should not be treated too badly or would want revenge, 
wanted them to be strong enough to trade with Britain in future, Germany should lose their 
colonies and navy- British public wanted Germany to be crushed as much as possible.
Woodrow Wilson (USA) – Germany should be punished but not too harsly- because then she would 
want revenge in future. Came up with 14 points which included setting up the League of Nations.

The Treaty of Versailles

• L- Land- Lost 13% of it’s land- Alsace-Lorraine was returned to 
France-Polish Corridor given to Poland, The Saarland was 
taken over by LoN

• A- Army + Navy- 100’000 soldiers, 6 battleships, Rhineland 
demilitarized, No Air-Force and No conscription 

• M- Money- £6.6 Billion of reparations paid in annual 
instalments 

• B- Blame 100% - Clause 231 of Treaty

The League of Nations
Aims:

• Disarming- get rid of their weapons
• Acting Together- collective security- protected each other and helped each other
• Upholding the Treaty of Versailles- making sure Germany followed the rules
• Free Trade
• League would enforce sanctions- e.g. if a country broke the promise
• Solve Disputes- encourage countries to co-operate

Key Facts:
• Created - by ToV
• Did not include USA- even though Woodrow Wilson created it
• Based - Geneva (Switzerland)
• Set up - January 1920
• Members- 42 at beginning but increased to 59 in 1930’s
• Council- France, GB, Japan and Italy (permanent members)

Weaknesses:
• Not all nations joined- e.g. USA, Germany and Russia
• No Army 
• Too slow to act
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1. Critical Success Factor

A CSF is a critical factor or activity required for 
ensuring the success of a company or an 
organization.

Examples of a Critical Success Factor:

• One critical success factor is to ensure that 
my background colour is the same on every 
slide. To meet this success factor, I will use 
slide master.

• Another critical success factor is to ensure 
that there is no spelling mistakes. To meet 
this success factor, I will use the spell checker.

• Another critical success factor is to ensure 
that I have a suitable font in my work. To 
meet this success factor, I will use the same 
font throughout my work.

A sources table would include the 
following:

• Date
• Web address
• If it the image was copyrighted
• What to do if it is copyrighted

Copyright Act Law

The Copyright Act law states that an 
original piece of work is covered by 
copyright. It could be a piece of music, a 
play, a novel, photos or a piece of 
software. Copyright can be enforced by 
law. 

It is against the law to copy and distribute 
copyrighted material without the 
copyright owner’s permission.

2. Slide Master

Slide Master is a feature in PowerPoint that allows you to be 
consistent with the colour scheme, layout and font

• 3. Features of a Powerpoint

• Features of a Powerpoint that makes it eye catching and appealing

• Bright colours
• Gifs
• Animations
• Transitions
• Loop

4. HTML

HTML stands for Hyper Text Markup Language

How does HTML work? 

• HTML uses tags.
• The tags tell the computer where all the different information should go and 

what it should look like

Websites are broken down into 3 parts:

1= The Head 2= The Body 3=The Footer

5. HTML
Tags used in HTML 

Bold <b>example</b> 

Center <center>example</center> 

Heading <h1> example</h1> 

Image <img src="myimagename.jpg" /> 

Italic <i>example </i> 

Numbered List <ol> 
<li>example 1</li> 
<li>example 2</li> 
</ol> 

Paragraph <p> 

Underline <u>example</u> 

Hyperlink <a href="http://mywebsite.com">mywebsite </a> 

Font Style <font face="Arial">example</font> 
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1. The Project Life Cycle

The Project Life Cycle refers to the 
four-step process that is followed by 
nearly all project managers when 
moving through stages of project 
completion. 

Phases of a Project Life Cycle
1. Initiation
2. Planning
3. Execution
4. Evaluation

You must perform a phase review for 
Initiation, Planning and Execution

Why do we use the Project Life Cycle?

It is important to ensure the project 
life cycle used on your project is 
appropriate to the work being carried 
out and split into distinct and 
manageable phases. ... This is a tried 
and tested method for delivering 
projects on time, within budget and to 
the expected quality targets.

Key Words

Contingency: Time in a project plan that has no tasks 
assigned. This is used if tasks are not completed on 
time, to make sure the project still meets the final 
deadline.

Milestone: A given point in time when a task is 
expected to be started or completed.

Interaction: How the phases link together.

Iteration: The repeating of a phase. Each repetition 
of a phase, when amendments will be made, is called 
an iteration. The results of an iteration are used as 
the starting point of the next.

Dependency: A dependent task is one that cannot be 
started until a previous, specified task has been 
completed.

Concurrent: Tasks which can be completed at the 
same time.

Critical path: The sequence of tasks that shows the 
shortest time taken for completion of a project.

2. Inputs & Outputs of the Project Life 
Cycle

3. Planning

SWOT: Analysis to find out the Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 
of/to a project. 

Data dictionary: A description of the 
structure, contents and format of a 
spreadsheet or database. The relationships 
within the database are also included.

Flow Chart: A flow chart can be defined as a 
step by step process to solve a task.

Asset log: A list of all the resources 
used in a project

Visualization Diagram: Provide a 
visual view of the product – graph, 
webpage

Gantt chart: A visual method of 
showing the proposed timing of each 
task needed to complete a project.

• 4.What is SMART?

• To make sure your goals are clear and reachable, 
each one should be:

• Specific (simple, sensible, significant).
• Measurable (meaningful, motivating).
• Achievable (agreed, attainable).
• Relevant (reasonable, realistic and resourced, results-based).
• Time bound (time-based, time limited, time/cost limited, timely, time-sensitive).

Constraints to consider in the Project Life Cycle
Time, Resources, Cost, Hardware and Software, Regulations, Security/Risk Management, 

PERT Charts:  Project Evaluation and Review Technique

5. Advantages of the Project Life Cycle

• Provides a structured approach 
• Can see how the project is progressing
• Clearly defined tasks 
• Roles and responsibilities  are clearly defined
• Resources can be allocated in advance 
• The project manager can monitor the progress of the project
• The end of phase reviews can be carried out to make sure that the project is 

meeting the success criteria, objectives and client defined constraints. 



To up-level your writing, you must:

• Use a wide range of punctuation
• Organise sentences into clearly-structured paragraphs, linking ideas in a sophisticated way
• Include longer sentences with appropriate connectives
• Include description choosing wow words to describe things (think of the 5 senses)
• Use a variety of simple, compound and complex sentences-try some adverbial openers
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High frequency words - Year 7 and 8 Literacy ‘Must Know’ words.
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Square  numbers and roots Cube  Numbers
and Roots

Adding or 
Subtracting 
Fractions

Find the LCM of the denominators to 

find a common denominator.

Use equivalent fractions to change each 

fraction to the common denominator.

Then just add or subtract the 

numerators and keep the denominator 

the same.

Order of Operations:

• Brackets
• Indices (Powers)
• Division
• Multiplication
• Addition
• Subtraction

• Factor – a number that 
divides exactly into 
another number

• Prime Number – a 
number with exactly 2 
factors

• LCM – Lowest 
Common Multiple

• HCF – Highest 
Common Factor

Multiplying 
Fractions

Multiply the numerators together and 
multiply the denominators together.
Change to improper fractions if you are 
given mixed numbers.

LCM and HCF of 24 and 36

Dividing 
fractions

Multiply by the reciprocal of the second 
fraction.
Change to improper fractions if you are 
given mixed numbers.

Reciprocal This is a pair of numbers that when 
multiplied are equal to 1.

The reciprocal of 
4

5
𝑖𝑠

5

4

If the number is a decimal, first change 
to a fraction so 

1.2 =
12

10
. The reciprocal is

10

12

Place Value:
• Identify what the number in a position represents
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Rounding to significant figures

All non-zero digits are significant: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Zeros between non-zero 
digits are significant: 102, 2005, 50009.

Round 53,879 to 1 significant figure, then 2 significant figures.

5|3879 to 1 significant figure is 50,000
53|879 to 2 significant figures is 54,000

Round 0.005089 to 1 significant figure, then 2 significant figures.

0.005|089 to 1 significant figure is 0.005
0.0050|89 to 2 significant figures is 0.0051

Proportion
Proportion compares the size of 

one part to the size of the whole.
In a class with 13 boys and 9 

girls, the proportion of boys is 
13

22
and the proportion of 

girls is 
9

22

Simplifying 
Ratios

Divide all parts of the ratio by a 
common factor.

5 : 10 = 1 : 2 divide both by 5
14 : 21 = 2 : 3 divide both by 7

Ratios in 
the form 
𝟏 ∶ 𝒏 or 
𝒏 ∶ 𝟏

Divide both parts of the ratio by 
one of the numbers to make one 
part equal 1.

5 : 7 = 1 : 
7

5
in the form 1 : n

5 : 7 = 
5

7
: 1 in the form n : 1

Rounding to decimal places
Round 3.168 to two decimal places.

If the number at the next decimal place is five 
or more add 1 to the previous decimal place.

So, 3.168 rounds up to 3.17 (to two decimal 
places).

1st 10 Prime Numbers

2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, 23, 29…

The Fibonacci Sequence (1st 10)

1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34, 55, 
89…

Sharing in 
a Ratio

1. Add the total parts of the ratio.
2. Divide the amount to be 
shared by this value to find the 
value of one part.
3. Multiply this value by each 
part of the ratio.

Use only if you know the total.

Share £60 in the ratio 3 : 2 : 1.

3 + 2 + 1 = 6
60 ÷ 6 = 10

Multiply 10 by each part of 
the ratio.

£30 : £20 : £10

To add VAT

find 20% and add it to the total
or
Multiply cost by 1.2

Proportional 
Reasoning

Comparing two things using 
multiplicative reasoning and 

applying this to a new situation.

Percentage Change

𝑫𝒊𝒇𝒇𝒆𝒓𝒆𝒏𝒄𝒆

𝑶𝒓𝒊𝒈𝒊𝒏𝒂𝒍
× 𝟏𝟎𝟎%

Unitary 
Method

Finding the value of a single unit 
and then finding the necessary 
value by multiplying the single 
unit value.

3 cakes require 450g of sugar 
to make. Find how much 

sugar is needed to make 5 
cakes.

3 cakes = 450g
So 1 cake = 150g (÷ by 3)

So 5 cakes = 750 g (x by 5)
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Compound Measures Error Intervals

• The Error interval is the range 
of values (between the upper 
and lower bounds) in which the 
precise value could be.

• An estimate of my height is 176 
cm to the nearest cm. That 
means it could be any height 
from 175.5 cm to 176.5cm and 
these are called the lower and 
upper bounds.

The error interval is
175.5 ≤ height < 176.5

i.e. Lower bound ≤ x < Upper bound

Truncation
When you truncate a 
number it is effectively 
always rounded down. 
Truncating is just chopping 
part of the number off.
Example:
Truncate 35.7289 to 1dp
To truncate, we just count 
along 1 decimal place and 
then cut off the rest of the 
number. So, 35.7289 
truncated to 1dp is 35.7.

Reverse Percentages

Find the correct percentage given in 
the question, then work backwards 
to find 100%

Look out for words like ‘before’ or 
‘original’

Percentage Multiplier

The number you multiply a quantity 
by to increase or decrease it by a 
percentage.

Increase by 3% = 1.03

Any value to the power of zero is equal to one.

To estimate a square or cube root, use the square or 

cube numbers near the  given value.

Direct Proportionality

If two quantities, A and B, are directly proportional, then as one 
increases the other also increases at the same rate, e.g. as one 
doubles, the other one also doubles. 

Inverse Proportionality

If two quantities, C and D, are inversely proportional, then as one 
increases the other decreases at the same rate, e.g. as one get 
three times bigger, the other one gets three times smaller. 

Recurring Decimal

A recurring decimal is a decimal 
number which has a pattern than 
repeats over and over after the 

decimal place.Index Laws
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Year 9 – Term 1-3 – Film

• Leitmotif: A frequently recurring short melodic or harmonic idea which is associated with a character, event, concept, idea, object or situation which can be used directly or 
indirectly to remind us of one not actually present on screen. Leitmotifs can undergo considerable thematic and harmonic transformation such as SEQUENCING depending 
on the contexts within the VISUAL NARRATIVE. 

• Mickey-Mousing: A technique frequently used in cartoons and animated films where the music attempts to represent every little physical movement on screen. Cue Sheet A 
detailed listing of musical cues matching the visual action of a film so that composers can time their music accurately to match the visual images. 

• Sequencing: Where a melodic idea (often a LEITMOTIF) is repeated growing louder and louder and consistently rising either a tone or a semitone higher during each 
repetition. Sequencing is often used by film music composers to build tension and create a mood of suspense. 

• Cue: A section of music that is timed to fit a specific portion of visuals 

• Diegetic Music: Music that is included in the film, and that the characters would be able to hear. This might include source music from the set such as a car radio or a band 
in a nightclub, or sound effects such as guns in the distance or screeching car breaks.

• Non-diegetic Music: Music which has been composed to accompany events on screen but that the characters can’t hear, but the audience can (e.g. music to accompany a 
car chase or to highlight the emotions of a conversation between two characters). Also referred to as UNDERSCORE or INCIDENTAL MUSIC. 

• Hit Point: An exact point during a cue when music or sound effects match a moment on screen. 

• Motif (Motive): A short thematic strand of only a few notes. 

• Synchronisation: The process of marrying up music and film. Usually handled within a sequencer, sometimes communicating externally with a video recorder using 
timecode. 

• Storyboard: A planning tool (similar to a CUE SHEET) used by film soundtrack composers to plan the music to different scenes within a film.

• Theme: A main tune, melody or theme within a film soundtrack, representing a particular character, ideas or object in the story and often returning in the background or in 
altered form. 

• Visual Narrative: The process of describing a story or storyline using visual images. MUSICAL NARRATIVE is therefore the process of describing a story or storyline using 
music and sound. 

• Soundtrack: The music and sound recorded on a motion-picture film. The word SOUNDTRACK can often mean a commercial recording of a collection of music and songs 
from a film sold individually as an audio CD or via digital download.
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Year 9 – Term 1-3 – Minimalist

In this unit we will be looking at the style of music known as Minimalism which is a form of art music that employs limited or minimal musical materials which are repeated. It 
originated in New York in the 1960s and was initially viewed as a form of experimental music. Famous composers from this period include Steve Reich, Terry Riley, Phillip Glass 
and La Monte Young.

• Gradual Transformation:  When a melody or rhythmic pattern gradually change shape. 

• Metamorphosis: A short motif is changed gradually; one note at a time is changed so that the music completely changes over a period of time.

• Additive Melody: A short motif is gradually changed by adding a note at a time or changing a note for a rest 

• Subtractive Melody: A short motif is gradually changed by taking away/subtracting a note at a time or changing a note for a rest

• Phase Shifting: Two or more parts begin with the same motif, these gradually move out of and then back into phase. 

• Polyphonic Texture: This literally means 'different sounds or voices'. Polyphonic music has parts that weave in and out of each other. Polyphonic music is also sometimes 
called contrapuntal music. 

• Diatonic Harmony: Diatonic harmony is a fancy way of saying chords or notes that relate to a certain key – i.e. they should work well together. 

• Phasing: Phasing is a compositional technique in which the same part (a repetitive phrase) is played on two musical instruments, in steady but not identical tempi. 

• Ostinato: A short repeated pattern.

• Pulse: The beat of the music. Every piece of music has a heartbeat. It doesn't need to be played by drums - you can ‘feel’ the beat. 

• Rhythm: Notes have different lengths, some long, some short. When we combine long and short sounds, it creates a pattern, which is a rhythm.

• Pitch: Pitch is a variation of high and low sounds. Pitch increases and decreases by steps of a scale. Scales are Major and Minor.

• Tempo: Tempo means the speed of the music. Music can change tempo within a piece. We describe tempo using Italian words. 

• Dynamics: Dynamics means the volume of the music. Music can change dynamics within a piece. We describe dynamics using Italian words. 

• Structure: Music is divided into sections. The order of these sections creates a structure. Song structure includes Chorus, Verse, Instrumental etc. 

• Texture: A single melody creates a thin sound. Adding more parts/layers creates a bigger sound. These layers can interact with each other.

• Timbre: Each instrument has a unique sound and sounds different to others. This individual sound quality is called Timbre.



KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER – YEAR 9 – KPI 8 – CARDIORESPIRATORY SYSTEM

• The main functions of the cardio-vascular and respiratory systems are to 
deliver oxygen and nutrients to the working muscles and to remove 
carbon  dioxide and lactic acid from the muscles.

Cardiac Values

Stroke   Volume:  volume of blood pumped 
of the heart per beat.

Heart rate: Number of beats per minute

Cardiac Output: volume of blood pumped 
by the heart per minute.

SV     X     BR    =   CO

All increase  during exercise

Breathing Values

Breathing Frequency: numbers of 
breaths per minute.

Tidal  Volume:  volume of air inhaled 
or exhaled per breath.

Minute Ventilation: volume of air 
inhaled or exhaled per minute.

BF   X   TV  =   MV

All increase during exercise

Gaseous Exchange

• Diffusion is the movement of gas from 
an area of high concentration to an area 
of low concentration.

• In the alveoli, there is a high 
concentration of oxygen and in the 
bloodstream, there is a high 
concentration of carbon dioxide.

• Oxygen diffuses into the blood from the 
alveoli and carbon dioxide diffuses into 
the alveoli from the blood.

• Capillaries allow for Gas Exchange as 
they are 1  cell thick, moist, are close to 
the alveoli and have a large surface    
area. 

The Pulmonary Circulatory system consists 
of the 
Trachea,  Bronchus, bronchioles,  alveoli    
and diaphragm
It’s main functions are:

• Transport deoxygenated blood  from 
the Heart to the lungs.

• Oxygenate the blood through Gas  
Exchange in the Lungs.

• Remove Carbon Dioxide from the blood 
in the lungs

• Return oxygenated blood to the heart. 

The systemic circulatory system (known as 
Cardiovascular) has 4 main functions:

• Transported Oxygenated blood from 
the left-hand side of the heart to the 
muscles    .

• Supply Nutrients to the working 
muscles.

• Transport de-oxygenated blood  from 
the muscles back to the heart.

• Remove Waste products  (carbon    
dioxide   and lactic   acid) from the 
muscles.
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KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER – YEAR 9 – KPI 9 – MUSCOSKELETAL SYSTEM

The muscular skeletal system allows body movement. What holds the muscles/skeleton 
together?

1. Ligament: attaches bone to bone to give joints stability
2. Tendons: Attach Muscle to bone to create a lever (allow movement)

Functions of the skeleton:
• Movement
• Support
• Protection
• Production of red blood cells

Long Distance Runner

• Would use slow twitch fibres
• Needs to run for long periods
• So work’s aerobically
• So needs good Cardiovascular 

endurance
• Need good oxygen supply
• So will be red (o2 rich)
• Take longer to tire (fatigue) so can 

keep running for longer without 
stopping

• So speed and force of contract will 
be low as need to contract 
repeatedly

Sprinter

• Would use fast twitch fibres
• Needs to short for long periods but 

very fast and powerful
• So work’s anaerobically
• So needs good Speed/Power
• Does not need good oxygen supply 

(compared to slow)
• So will be white (o2 low)
• Fatigue (tire) quickly as working to 

maximum
• So speed and force of contract will 

be high as need to contract as 
strong and quickly as possible

Muscle Fibres

• Type 1:  Slow twitch
• Type 2: Fast Twitch

Characteristic Type 1 Type 2

Colour Red White

Energy System Aerobic Anaerobic

Fatigue Resistance High Low

Speed of contraction Slow Fast

Force of Contraction Low High
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Creation: Science Vs Religion - Essential Knowledge

Creation The making of the universe. 

Myth A traditional story, usually involving a supernatural being, known by many but not necessarily true.

Origins The beginning/start point of something.

Genesis The first book of the Torah and Bible which describes how God made the world.

Literalist Christians who believe that the statements in the Bible are literally true. 

Non-literalist Christians who believe that not everything in the Bible actually happened, it is not meant to be taken literally.

Theory Ideas suggested to explain an event but is not proven.

The Big Bang Theory The theory that an explosion of hot, dense matter between 12 and 18 billion years ago created the universe.

Evolution The idea that over time, life on earth has gradually developed from simple organisms to more complex ones. 

Theistic evolution The idea that God designed the universe and the Earth to be this way for a purpose.  Evolution happens but because God planned it.

Stewardship The responsibility of looking after/caring for the Earth and environment given to humans by God according to some Christians.

Khalifah Meaning ruler or leader in the Islamic faith; Allah appointed humans his khalifah (stewards) of the environment.

Dominion To control and have superiority over nature. 

Autonomy The ability to make your own choices in life.

Self conscious An awareness of oneself (appearance, actions, past, future).

Haram Islamic term meaning forbidden.

Ahimsa The Hindu and Buddhist belief in respect for all living things and avoidance of violence towards others.

Speciesism Giving human animals more rights than non-human animals or being biased in favour of humans.

Vegetarian Someone who chooses not to eat meat.

Vegan Someone who chooses not to eat or use animal products.

Incarnation A deity (god/goddess) taking human or animal form/becoming flesh.

Vishnu One of the Hindu Trimutri, who returns to the world in animal form to save humanity from evil/chaos.
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Evil and Suffering - Essential knowledge

Evil Wickedness, the absence of good, a cause of human suffering.

Natural evil Natural disasters that cause suffering.

Moral evil Acts of humans that cause suffering.

The problem of evil The question of how to reconcile the existence of evil with an omnipotent, omnibenevolent, and omniscient God. 

An argument from evil The argument that because evil exists, either God does not exist or does not have all the qualities he is believed to have.

Omniscient All-knowing.

Omnipotent All-powerful.

Omnibenevolent All-loving.

Theodicy An answer to the problem of evil (why God allows evil).

Augustine’s Theodicy The argument that humans use free will to sin, which takes the responsibility for suffering away from God.

Hick’s Theodicy Humans were created as imperfect. Suffering helps humans gain virtues to develop into the ‘likeness of God’.  

Free will The idea that humans are free to make their own choices.

The Fall Adam and Eve defied God and would have to suffer in life as a punishment.

Original sin The tendency to sin in all human beings, believed to be inherited from Adam.

The Christian Golden Rule The teaching to ‘Do to others as you would have done to you” (treat others as you would want to be treated”!).

The Four Noble Truths The Buddha’s teachings about suffering, its cause and the solution to it.

Dukkha Buddhist term meaning suffering.

Tanha Buddhist term meaning desire or craving.

The Eightfold Path The Buddha’s solution to suffering, eight practices to help avoid/reduce suffering.
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Science: Reactivity 9CR 

1 Displacement 
reaction

❑ When a more reactive element replaces a less 
reactive element

2 Reactivity series

3 Salt ❑ The substance made in a neutralisation reaction
❑ The name of the salt depends on the acid and 

the alkali/metal used

4 Extract ❑ To remove a metal to get it in its pure form

5 Ore ❑ A rock containing enough metal compound to 
make it worthwhile extracting the metal from

6 Formulae used in 
this topic

❑ Carbonate: CO3

❑ Sulphate: SO4

7 Properties ❑ Characteristics of a substance.
❑ These can be chemical such as reactivity
❑ These can be physical such as melting and boiling 

point

8 Ductile ❑ A property of some metals
❑ Can be shaped into a wire

9 Lustrous ❑ A property of metals meaning ‘shiny’

10 Malleable ❑ A property of some metals
❑ Can be hammered or bent into shape without cracking

11 Sonorous ❑ A property of some metals
❑ They can produce a ringing sound when hit

12 Chemical reaction
❑ In a chemical reaction reactants turn into products and 

a new product is formed

13 Reactants
❑ The substances which react together in a chemical 

reaction

14 Products ❑ The new substance(s) formed in a chemical reaction

15 Naming Salts

❑ The name of a salt has two parts:

❑ The first part comes from the metal in the alkali used
❑ The second part comes from the acid that was used

16 Hydrochloric Acid ❑ Makes salts that end in chloride

17 Sulfuric Acid ❑ Makes salts that end in sulfate

18 Nitric Acid ❑ Makes salts that end in nitrate
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Science: Matter 9PM1 

1 Solids ❑ particles in fixed, regular arrangement
❑ strong forces of attraction
❑ particles vibrate in a fixed position

2 Liquids ❑ particles close together, but can move past 
each other

❑ irregular arrangement
❑ weaker forces of attraction
❑ random movement
❑ can’t be compressed significantly

3 Gases ❑ no forces of attraction between particles in 
ideal gases

❑ random movement
❑ more energy than solids / liquids

4 Pressure 
❑ Can be calculated:
❑ pressure = force / area
❑ (Pa)            (N)      (m2)

5 Gas Pressure 

❑ caused by gas particles hitting the insides of a 
container

❑ each collision exerts a force; this builds 
pressure 

6 Density
❑ A measure of how much material there is in a 

given space

7 High Density ❑ More matter in a given space, e.g. brick 

8 Low Density ❑ Less matter in a given space, e.g. polystyrene 

9 Density Equation 
❑ Density = mass / volume
❑ kg/m3 kg            m3

10 Changes of State 
❑ Changing from solid to liquid to gas or back the 

other way

11 Freezing ❑ Liquid to solid

12 Melting ❑ Solid to liquid  

13 Evaporation ❑ Liquid to gas

14 Condensation ❑ Gas to liquid 

15 Brownian Motion ❑ The random movement of particles

16 Chemical reaction
❑ In a chemical reaction reactants turn into products and a 

new product is formed

17 Reactants ❑ The substances which react together in a chemical reaction

18 Products ❑ The new substance(s) formed in a chemical reaction

19 Physical change
❑ A change which does not create a new product, such as a 

change of state

20 Diffusion
❑ The movement of particles from an area of high 

concentration to a low concentration
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Science: Forces in Action 9PM  

1 Force ❑ Push or pull
❑ Always act in pairs with each force acting in the 

opposite direction
❑ Contact or Non-contact 

2 Contact force ❑ When a force is exerted the objects are touching.
❑ Examples include tension, push and air resistance

3 Non-contact 
force

❑ The objects do not need to be touching for the force 
to be applied.

❑ Examples include weight, magnetism and electrostatic

4 Moment ❑ The turning effect of a force around a pivot 

5 Principle of 
moments

❑ When something is balanced about a pivot then total 
clockwise moment = total anticlockwise moment

6 Pivot ❑ Central point on which something balances or turns

7 Moment 
equation

❑ M = F x d 
❑ Moment = Force x distance

8 Elastic material ❑ Will change shape when a force is applied but will 
return to its original shape when the force is removed 

9 Non-elastic
material  
(plastic)

❑ Will change shape when a force is applied but will stay 
in its new shape when the force is removed 

10 Hooke’s Law ❑ The extension of an elastic object is directly 
proportional to the force applied to it

11 Hooke’s Law 
Equation

❑ F = k e 
❑ Force = Spring Constant x Extension 

12 Law of conservation of 
energy

❑ Energy is neither created nor destroyed, only 
transformed from one type to another 

13 Different energy stores ❑ Thermal, gravitational potential, elastic potential, 
nuclear, chemical, kinetic

14 Deformation ❑ Changes in an object’s shape due to a force being 
applied

15 Resultant force ❑ The overall force acting on an object 

16 Velocity ❑ How quickly an object is moving 

17 Constant velocity ❑ Moving at the same, steady speed 

18 Stationary ❑ Not moving 

20 Balanced forces A pair of forces that are equal in size 

21 Unbalanced forces ❑ A pair of forces where one force is larger than the 
other force 

22 Limit of proportionality ❑ The point at which an elastic material will not return 
to its original shape 
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Science: Plants, Photosynthesis and Respiration 9BP and 9BB

1 Nucleus ❑ Contains DNA which controls the cell’s activities

2 Cell Membrane ❑ Controls the movement of substances in and out of the 
cell

3 Cytoplasm ❑ Where most of the chemical reactions happen

4 Cell Wall ❑ Strengthens the cell and supports the plant

5 Chlorophyll ❑ Green pigment found in chloroplasts in leaves. It traps 
light energy required for photosynthesis

6 Chloroplast ❑ Absorb light energy for photosynthesis (contains 
chlorophyll)

7 Vacuole ❑ Filled with cell sap to help keep the cell turgid to 
provide support.

8 Photosynthesis ❑ A process in plants that uses energy to change carbon 
dioxide and water into glucose and oxygen. 

9 Photosynthesis 
equation

❑ Carbon dioxide + Water → Glucose + Oxygen

10 Effect of light 
intensity

❑ Increasing light intensity increases the rate of 
photosynthesis – until another factor limits the rate. 

11 Effect of carbon
dioxide 
concentration

❑ Increasing carbon dioxide concentration increases the 
rate of photosynthesis – until another factor limits the 
rate. 

12 Effect of 
temperature

❑ Increasing temperature increases the rate of 
photosynthesis. However, above a certain temperature, 
the rate may decrease, as enzymes are denatured. 

13 Waxy cuticle ❑ An adaptation of the leaf. It makes the leaf waterproof
to prevent water loss

14 Palisade layer ❑ A layer of cells in the leaf. These cells are packed with 
chloroplasts to trap sunlight

15 Spongy layer ❑ A layer of cells in the leaf. There are air spaces to allow 
gas movement

16 Broad and flat ❑ An adaptation of the leaf. Provides a large surface area for light 
to be absorbed and a short distance for gas to diffuse. 

17 Stomata ❑ Small pores in the lower epidermis that open and close to allow 
gases in and out

18 Guard cells ❑ Control the opening of the stomata. Closed at night to prevent 
water loss. 

19
The
Respiratory 
System

❑ trachea, bronchi, bronchioles, alveoli
❑ lungs 
❑ ribcage 
❑ diaphragm 

20
Gas Exchange

❑ oxygen diffuses out of the alveoli into the blood stream
❑ carbon dioxide diffuses out of the blood into the alveoli 

21
Lung 
Adaptations

❑ moist 
❑ good blood supply
❑ alveoli, which give a large surface area 

22 Ventilation ❑ The process of breathing in and out 

23

Inspiration 

❑ breathing in
❑ diaphragm contracts and moves down 
❑ intercostal muscles contract
❑ ribcage moves up and out
❑ pressure in thorax decreases, volume increases

24

Expiration

❑ breathing out 
❑ diaphragm relaxes and moves down 
❑ ribcage move in and down 
❑ pressure in thorax increases, volume decreases 

25 Respiration ❑ A chemical reaction that releases energy 

26
Aerobic 
Respiration 

❑ chemical reaction that uses glucose and oxygen, convertes it 
into water and carbon dioxide 

❑ glucose + oxygen -> carbon dioxide + water 

27 Anaerobic 
Reaction 

❑ respiration in the absence of oxygen 
❑ glucose -> lactic acid 
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Openers / Connectives / Extenders
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