GCSE English Language
Paper 2 Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
The basics…
- This exam is 1 hour 45 minutes
- 45 minutes for Section A (writing Q5)
- 1 hour for Section B (reading Qs 1-4)
15 minutes to read both texts

45 minutes to answer Qs 1-4
- 2x non-fiction texts

Key information…
-

-

This question directs you to a section of either Source A or Source B.
The key skill being tested here is your ability to explain the effects of
language. The examiner wants to see how well you can analyse how
language methods used by the writer affect the readers’
understanding/perception/feelings.
In order to identify and analyse language methods, you will need to use
evidence (quotations) from the directed section of text!

12 marks
12 minutes

If the first explanation of language
effects you give is clear, you can
achieve Level 3 (at least 7 out of 12)
straight away!
Therefore, make sure the first
language method you choose to
write about is one that you have the
most to say about… one that you
can zoom in on in some detail.
Then, you can build on that first
explanation of language effects and
work your way further up the mark
scheme.

Dickens makes the reader feel part of the fair by giving a
very clear sense of the chaos and noise there when he lists
the many sounds that overwhelm you as part of the
crowd. Lines 28 to 33 are made up of one prolonged list of
the noises such as ‘the screams of women… clanging of
gongs… ringing of bells’ and the ‘noise of a dozen bands’
mixed with the ‘hallooing of showmen’, and this
prolonged list, all within one continual sentence,
emphasises just how many varied sounds there are at
once. The reader imagines all these discordant sounds and
gets a sense of how loud and raucous it is, making us feel
like we are part of it.

Dickens makes the reader feel part of the fair by giving a very clear
sense of the chaos and noise there when he lists the many sounds
that overwhelm you as part of the crowd. Lines 28 to 33 are made
up of one prolonged list of the noises such as ‘the screams of
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Dickens also provides the reader with very precise descriptive
details of what we would see at the fair so that it is almost
like we are there, walking amongst the stalls and seeing them
for ourselves. He describes how the oysters on display have
‘shells as large as cheese-plates’, a simile which provides us
with a clear, precise idea of how impressive in size the oysters
are and encourages us to feel the same wonderments as
Dickens. He describes Richardson’s as an ‘immense booth…
‘brightly illuminated with lamps’; the adjective ‘immense’
helps us to visualise how large and grand this attraction is
and the adverb ‘brightly’ gives a clear sense of how striking
and appealing it is, making the fair
vivid in the reader’s imagination.

1. Draw a box around the relevant section of the identified Source.
2. Read the question carefully… it asks you: ‘How does the writer use language to…
what?’
3. Re-read the relevant section, looking for language methods used to achieve the
effect named in the question.
4. What language method do you have the most to say about? Which one can you
give the most clear explanation of? Write about this one first, making sure you are
as clear and detailed as possible, and that you use subject terminology to
identify/name the language method being used and support with quotations.
5. Now add to your answer, identifying and explaining effects of other language
methods used by the writer to achieve the effect named in the question. Keep
using subject terminology and quotations!

